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As the regulatory and environmental 

landscapes become more prominent and 

complex, companies have typically deployed 

various solutions – developed in-house or 

externally – to meet their ever-evolving 

environmental management needs. The 

result, however, has been the purchase and 

use of multiple solutions at multiple 

facilities, often with overlapping 

functionality or data communication 

problems. In an economic climate where 

businesses are trying to do more with less, 

this simply doesn’t make sense. The 

following white paper explores the business 

benefits and value of using one 

environmental enterprise resource planning 

(ERP) system to meet all of an organization’s 

environmental management needs – and 

more. 

Big as a House 

Many companies have acquired or built 

technology solutions – from software to 

Excel spreadsheets – to address specific 

environmental and compliance needs as they 

have come under scrutiny and regulation. A 

business may employ one system to manage 

air and another for water – or even maintain 

unique air and water solutions at each of their 

facilities. As a result, companies can be 

significantly overpaying for too many 

environmental solutions, especially when the 

systems typically don’t communicate with 

each other to provide an understanding of the 

organization’s overall environmental 

performance.  

Comprehensive, or “one-stop,” 

environmental ERP systems provide a single, 

centralized platform for organizations to 

manage all of their environmental programs, 

such as air, water, waste, health and safety, 

and other programs, at all of their facilities, 

locally or globally. Whereas modular 

solutions can be potentially costly and don’t 

typically communicate well or sometimes at 

all with data housed in other systems, one-

stop environmental platforms provide 

economies of scale and enable more 

thorough analysis of environmental data 

across the organization.  

Let’s use the analogy of a home purchase. A 

young couple may only initially use or need 

one bedroom in the four-bedroom house they 

purchase. But as they start a family, the 

couple can rest assured that they have the 
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foundation to grow into their house as their 

family needs change. If the couple had 

bought a condo to start, however, they would 

probably need or want to move to a larger 

space once their family grew.  

Environmental systems work the same way. 

When companies purchase a point solution to 

meet a specific need, such as air, what 

happens down the road when they need to 

manage waste? They have to seek, assess and 

purchase another point solution from another 

vendor. Businesses that use one 

comprehensive platform to manage all of 

their environmental programs have the 

foundation necessary to manage one, 20 or 

even more environmental initiatives, and can 

grow if or when the need arises.  

You might be asking: “But why pay for a full 

house when we only need a condo?” 

Companies typically pay for comprehensive 

environmental platforms per user license. 

This means there is no additional cost if the 

same number of people are using the 

platform to manage one environmental 

program – or 20. Under this scenario, 

businesses can grow with the platform 

without going back to the vendor, and at no 

additional charge.  

Environmental: Unleashed 

As mentioned above, using separate, modular 

systems to manage various environmental 

programs means that integrating the solutions 

– and the data they house – can be  

challenging and costly. The upcoming 

generation of one-stop environmental 

platforms, however, is 100% configurable by 

the client company and requires little or no 

help from IT, compared to most systems that 

require software programming skills for 

customization.  

When you take a one-stop system and make 

it 100% configurable, this means that any 

type of system setup, modification or 

expansion can be done quickly, efficiently 

and with minimal costs – significantly 

expanding how that environmental system 

can be used. In an era in which businesses 

are looking at their IT landscape, examining 

their point solutions, and consolidating into 

fewer systems that can do more, this is 

important. 

A system that provides a framework for 

environmental ERP, combined with 100% 

configurability, can also manage a larger 

variety of business processes. In fact, a 100% 

configurable workflow engine could mean 

almost limitless possibilities for a business. 

An organization’s quality management 

function, for example, could be transitioned 

into the environmental system, handling 

quality processes such as complaints, 

corrective actions, deviations, incidents, 

security or even management of change.  

While it’s important to bear in mind that 

environmental management systems are 

uniquely designed for environmental 

program needs, comprehensive and 100% 

configurable solutions offer the opportunity 
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to businesses to streamline additional 

processes into one system.  

From EHS Solution to Strategic System 

Traditional EHS point solutions that provide 

only the functionality to manage one element 

of an environmental program are usually 

only of importance to the EHS team. 

Comprehensive one-stop environmental 

platforms, while meeting the critical needs of 

the EHS group, may also garner the attention 

of C-level executives, given the system’s 

strategic importance organization-wide. This 

elevates the visibility of environmental data, 

performance and personnel as the strategic 

value of the environmental platform becomes 

understood by corporate management and 

used in the decision-making process of the 

business. 

There are multiple key benefits afforded by 

managing all environmental data in one 

centralized system. By managing all data 

flow in and out of one platform, businesses 

don’t wind up missing critical compliance 

obligations and tasks, thus reducing exposure 

and risk. And if a piece of required data is 

not in the system, the necessary staff member 

is alerted by the system so that the problem 

can be rectified in a timely manner.  

Another key advantage is that data from all 

programs can communicate and integrate 

together seamlessly, enabling companies to 

slice and dice data across programs for a 

deeper understanding of environmental 

performance and financial impact. Using a 

one-stop platform minimizes the need for 

businesses to spend time and money 

integrating multiple systems to gain a more 

comprehensive view of their environmental 

programs. One-stop environmental ERP 

systems also offer a better integration 

platform to other external systems, creating a 

true end-to-end flow of data from all 

applicable sources to create the ultimate 

complete compliance picture. 

Fortunately, user acceptance is also increased 

by using one platform for all environmental 

programs, as users only need to learn how to 

competently use one system for all of their 

data measurement, management and 

reporting needs. And the EHS staff members 

responsible for configuring the system 

benefit from the same look no matter which 

environmental program they are configuring.  

There are no “walls” when using one 

environmental platform unless they are 

permission-based, which means that data 

does not exist in a silo and managers can 

have a broader understanding of how one 

program may impact another.  

All of these benefits contribute to the 

evolution of a one-stop environmental 

platform residing at a strategic level – instead 

of simply within the EHS department – at an 

organization. 

Smaller Systems, Smaller Things 

With the enhanced capabilities inherent in a 

comprehensive environmental system, 
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spending money on smaller point solutions is 

simply a waste of money. In fact, smaller 

systems really only manage and accomplish 

smaller things, whereas one system of 

organizational significance can not only 

manage all elements of a complete 

environmental program, but provides even 

more strategic value by enabling more 

informed environmental and financial 

decision-making organization-wide.  

In today’s business environment, companies 

are requiring fewer systems that contribute 

more to the organization’s success. With 

each new IT initiative, companies should be 

asking: “Could my environmental 

management system do this for us?” And 

with the right environmental platform, the 

answer could be “yes”. 

Conclusion 

 

Environmental solutions aren’t optional for 

most businesses in today’s regulatory 

landscape. But companies have the choice 

whether to purchase unique point solutions 

each time a new environmental requirement 

arises, or invest in a comprehensive, one-stop 

platform to meet both their existing – and 

emerging – needs. It’s essentially the 

decision to purchase and manage multiple 

point solutions with potentially overlapping 

functionality or use one system for all things 

environmental, saving time and money. One-

stop environmental platforms enable 

businesses to do more with less, while 

providing strategic value that affects the 

bottom line.  

About Enviance 

 

Enviance is the leading provider of 

Environmental ERP software. With more 

than a decade of experience providing 

environmental data management and 

expertise, Enviance’s proven system is used 

by the world’s largest corporations and 

government agencies. 

Enviance maintains deep domain expertise in 

EHS management and technology, and has 

more than 17,000 users in more than 49 

countries, including American Electric 

Power, Pfizer, Syngenta, Sempra Energy, 

U.S. Army, Chevron, Fujifilm, Conoco 

Phillips and DuPont. Industry leaders have 

used Enviance to streamline GHG 

management since 2006. 

For more information, visit: 

www.enviance.com 
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